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“ As Ridgewood's jon Doscher
begins. uction on his sec

and feature film, what advice does
the producer and actor have for
the millions who dream of chasing
their H dreams in the
movie business?

.« “Don't do it the president of
Starline Films said this week from
his Saddie Riveroffice. “1 don’t ree-
ommend it o ayone. Either you
have it or you don't”

Doscher stresses that the hard-
ships of breaking inle show-biz are
not exagy in the least and
that only a rare breed can find suc-
cess in the field
DAbecmucs 1 Uy BAWFUL In

SAWFUL in
awery sense of the word” Doscher
said *You have to have a passion
Yo want to do it and you can't teach
ihat passion. i you have it, you

‘If you look at Tom
Cruise, don't think he
made it to where he is

on looks and talent
alone, He’s extremely

savvy and very
creative, The same
thing with Beatty and
Robert Redford and all
of these other guys ...
they have to have

Surprisingly, Nicholson did gel
back to him, and although the
actor pointed out the inappropri-
ateness of quoting a gift price, he
did wish the young man well in his
future.

It was only after the aspiring
actor, while working as a contrac-
tor, befriended actor Danny Aiello,
l]!l_al Doscher's movie dreams came
alive.

Having made the decision to
pursue acting, Doscher attended
the Lee Strasberg Theatre Institute
in New York City until Aiello per-
suaded him to leave school and
focus on auditions. After some bit
parts in films like “Sweet Home
Alabama” and “Analyze That," as

S TN wln  Well as the mob drama “This Thing
business skills to make of Ours” Docher s ;fst s,
H are the ’ ¢ leads in “Remedy” (co-star-

it where thcy dre. ring Vincent Pastore, Frank Vin-
Jon Doscher cent and Arthur Nascarella of

“Sopranos” fame), which was
released on video and DVD this
week. Local residents may rec

nize many of the Montville, Saddle
River and Washington Township
locations used in the filming of
“Remedy” The film also features a
cameo by former Woodcliff Lake
mayor Josephine Higgins as an

ver.
“[ just loved the part I was play-
ing,"rm sa.idp:?his mﬂ: as
i dicted dentist Evan Qui
%t comedy to a and
i ing story line, It was like
-m?gﬁbkiokemma

'80s, Doscher studied drama at
Pascack Hills High School and
would spend hours every weekend
ing home movies with two
friends, Bruce Redman and Rick
Hurvitz, and emulating their then-
favorite “Satarday Night Live” cast
members, Billy Crystal and Martin
Short. In a unique coincidence,
Doscher's childhood friends have
gone on to work on such television
programs as “Survivor,” “Pimp My
“Its crazy o il e doin the

e thing 20 - ol
getting paid for it!"

basketball”
Despite an extremely hectic
schedule and long hours, Doscher
is enjoying his work as producer.
“A producer is responsible for
cvcmEiug you see on that screen,
and it's a three-year project” he
said. “The producer picks the pro-

ject, outlines a filin, hires a screen-  [{:
writer, brands a film (by creatinga |

look or a tagline and a message).
Then the producer tries to pitch
the project to an independent
financier. Everyone thinks that’s
the hardest part, but it isn't”

As proof, Doscher points out
that despite his film’s modest bud-
get, A-list talent has been attracted
to the story.

“Right now, Jack Nicholson's
agent 1s calling me to be in the film
(as attorney David Ironman, who
represented the four young men in
their lawsuit) even though I've
really only made one film;” Dosch-
er said. “Money doesn’t buy a film.
You could have a billion dollars
and it won't matter. These guys
don’t need the money””

Doscher admits that “4Chosen”
is one of the few screenplays he has

read since he’s “usuall
bored after page three. They're dlz

The five-year resident
remains mum on m personal
life, explaining that the less audi-
ences know about an actor’s pri-
vate life, the more convincing char-
acler they can portray onscreen,
glﬁ wi':‘e'e Bmoould gt

en turn on a
hy - couldhst

film television

Doscher said his love of acting
has not subsided as his focus has
Sy
the work of fine

e o

howbiz realities
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Ridgewood move producer and actor Jon Doscher with friend
Danny Aiello at the premiere of Doscher's film “Remedy,”
which was released on DVD and video last week.

as the sadistic Bill the Butcher in
Martin Scorsese’s “Gangs of New
York” The mild-mannered actor is
said to have remained in character
even off-set while the film was
shot.

“It's was absolutely amazing”
Doscher said. “How do you take
this ruthless killer and make him
someone that :{wﬁ like to hang
out with? And he’s nothing like
that character in real life, either”

Unfortunately, Doscher said, the
i changed again after
the tremendous success of science-
fiction work like “Star Wars" in the
late '70s and the emergence of
over- p action movies in the
'80s. Money soon became the
ority of moviemakers, just as it
oo £ 1 dors vl

er | r the days when
lﬁm‘l into classics like

“If you look at Tom Cruise,
don’t think he made it to where he
is on looks and talent alone. He's
extremely savvy and very creative”
Doscher said. “The same thi
with Beatty and Robert Redic'ﬁ
‘and all g(:)l;)léliase other ; sure,
they're looki
but they have to have Mbtﬁrﬂ-
skiﬂ; to makeh'tl where they are™

There are, however, i
to the rule. |

“Johnny Depp is a freak of
nature;” Doscher said. “He can rely
solely on his talent. He can proba-
bly [bleep) up a bake sale™

When asked what kinds of films
he hopes to spend his career mak-
ing, Doscher definitely leans
towards the darker, more senous
material, since that is what will
have the most impact on viewers.

“Dramatic films are moving” he
said. “I like ones that audiences
can identify with and fecl empow-
ered by when they leave the the
d things happen, but there




